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Dear Mr, President t 
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You will remember my reluctance tip serve<on the Presidents 
Goemi8sion to Investigate the Mgassinatlpn of Ixesident John 7. y 
Kennedy • 2 told you at the time^that thf pressure of other duties 

was so great \h§it 2 did not see how 2 could possibly give the £ 
work of this C&mission the timer* and effort thatCits importance -5 
demanded* 2 explained to you a^raers|)4e^Mamitt^ responsible .= 
ties* inoludingSthe chairmanship^©* ;tbf Senate Committee on Armed" 
Services end the Subcommittee de 64^enSe^A|JJwpriation8, as well J 
as membership on several other Appropriations | subcommittees, on rr 
the Joint Committee oh Atomic Bft^fgy and the Aerdjcwstit&l end 
Space Sciences Committee, and^ t^t« in' addi^koit*^ was charged 5 
with special responsibilities ih£ conne^ti^ witl^iighly contro- 
versial legislation that adll.p«cpnSf2U»e# at this Session of 
the Congress.' "-c ■ ' z 
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Since my appol 
work of the Commies 
pressure of othj 
a part-time 
meetings 
witnesses who testified 



„ hava given as mu^b time to the 



asjras possible for me to-do in the 
ties*f YhoughSpt times 2 hav* felt 2 was 
did apaa$au&|*ttend the organisational 
the ted^mony of thf first two 
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Zn my experience ea | a trl^ laWyer many years ago, X = 
found it waa possible to evaluate testimony frcettha written page: 
much better if one had had an opportunityyto personally hear and ^ 
observe the witness testify. \ 
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Z had l&ped to hear par€? of the testimony of the last 
witness (Rober tPOswald) • However, perhaps duo tg the fact that 
2 had not been Regular in ay attendance at the meetings of the 
Commission, I have only been notified intermittently as to the 
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The President 
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- February 24, 1$$4 7 r , “ 
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o Commission meetings • Saving noted in the morning paper on - 

- Saturday, February 22 nd, that the Commission would ba meeting, = 

- 2 caaa to my office expecting to attend the meeting to hear the = 

laat of this witness* testimony* Inquiry of ay iptaff developed -i 

2 the fact that J^bad. no notice of the meeting. 5 2 

e >, J < | 

e Z then requested Nr* W.EH. Jordan, Jr* df my staff to ? 

- ascertain whether the Commission was in session and he reported 7 
7 to me that all efforts to reach pfche Commission by telephone were 5 
= futile and it was, therefore, assumed that the Commission was not 
\ ln aession* Itlater developedathat. the Commission was in •= 
o ••■•ion and hado received testimony from the witness, Robert 5 
.Oswald, for several hours. ■ 7 
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7 Z hope | do not appear captious, but Z d$ not think it r. 

_ reasonable to expect anyone to serve on any como^esion that does c 
“G* notify all its members deflidtely he to the £lae of the t 
: meetings of th*= group and as toibe identify of the witness : 
-5 tJl * t appear. Zt will be ia^ossible for me go attend all < 
7 meetings ^but, ln the absence of such notices, Z cannot £ 

/ possibly allocate my working hours in such a waytas to most 
* effectively devSte the time available to me. Z Sad hoped to be - 
>,able to arrange^ legislative responsibilities mb as to at = 
o least see and hear brlefly^ a rf h JBh lg rlal witness before the - 
Jt Commission. This is not Ah 1 first ti&e that there has been £ 

£ confusion as tognotlces 6f hemeetiags of the Commission. 7 

^ J l 1 10 C £ 

J In vlew§>f these Nsi cumgtanc S% and the farther fact that e 

X cannot possibly attend a'fthjbifit^of the eeeeiohe of the Ceramist 
= Bion ■ nd *i»<*a«go «y legislative duties, X feel^o ns trained to > 
request you to accept my resignation and relieve ~me of this - 
^assignment* d ■ o .= 

~ s ! £ § 

g be assured of my desire to serve ybu, your admlni~§ 

-strati on and our country in every possible way. *ln this specific? 
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